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-. **pandom House, which secretly pub- 
‘lished Frank 
" of Saigon, was so concetned about pos- 
_ sible Government intervention that only 
a dozen of 

_ knew about the book and Mr. Snepp never. 
set foct:inside the contern’s headquar- 
GORGE ne re ee iets Le 
Tha book, “Decent, Interval,” was edit- 
Ted in secret. “ee 
_ The author and Random House staff 
trmembers took elaborate precautions to 
<keep the Centrat Intelligence Agency 
“from finding out the name of the publish- 
pany: for fear that the agency 

“would try-to stop its publicatlon.$ 7... 


“The C.LAl.was aware that the book 


~-ywas being written. Mr; Snepp had agreed | 


- to let’ it review the manuscript ‘before 
publication, tte gah rhe , 
__ In the early spring of 1876, Robert Loo- 
cms, 2 Random House éditor, was. asked 
by: a friend of his: And of Mr, Snepp-if 
he would be interested in reading.a manu- 
script-In-progress about. the ‘last ‘days :of 
American-occupied ; Saizon. ' A .meeting. 


with the author was arranged in’ 


aT | a 


hattan ‘restaurant. 1iayrit he 


After reading the manuscript andIn" 
corisultation. with Robert. L. Bernstein, 
chair! nan and - president ;.of - Random 
meh at pea. Mag Se ate ° 
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Snepp's book about the fall} 


its 800 New York employees | 
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the mutual $ 
Mr.) Snepp’s- behalf,.It was‘understood 
at. the ‘tinle that the- book 
subinitted’td ‘the: C.LA, for : 
+ Mr, Snépp takés.the-position that‘ the. 
agency-tried,to whitewash its: rolé in-the}, 
American! withdrawal, .and that that in- 
‘validates 7 his 
book to. the agency for approval..The ub- 
lisher, coritends that. as long as its publica-}: 
violates no law and jeopardizes: nei- 
ther individual agents nor national securi-. 
Sn 1974, Alfred A, Knopf Inc,, a Rahdort | 

- House ‘subsidiary, published “The CLA. 
and: the Cult. of Intelligence,” by Victor | p: 
i Marchetth and John Marks, ‘after the 


manuscript was’ submitted to the. CLA. 


tion 


‘and ‘Séveral deletions weze made." 7 
‘According to Mr,” Bernstein, 
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r ob sy i, os hat ‘ ; 
of Book Secret 


House 


expose, ' 
‘subsequently 
Bernstein sai 
book had been rejecte 
view,in did jeopardize 
wal agents: - 
_ Of "Decent. 
said, “We're very glad it’s out. Wa believe 
it’s important that the public be informed 
about the.mistakes that were made there, 
and. about the lessons that should: have 
béen -learned, to 
those mistakes.” tops bel yp oe 
-*, ‘Throughout the book's editorial incubsa- 
tion, Mr, Snepp met with Mr. Loomls in 
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‘Lopinls, steuck a “deal, with 
frierid,: Who. was-acting: on 


would not, be 
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his" agreement. to ‘submit<the 


should be published. « - 


Rando 
tutned. down Philip Agee’s C.LA; 
“Inside the Company,’ which was 
p gains ‘in England.: Mr. 

yesterday that the Agee 
because. in :his 
the lives of individ~ 


serine | 


Interval,”.“Mr. Bernstein 
issues get more complicated, more news i 
is being published as books. So that book 
-publishers are starting ‘to: face some of 
the. same problems as newspaper and 

magazine publishers. And.1 think they 
find the-same distaste for prior restraint 


as-the rest 6f the American. media.” 
= - lial 


ae 


prevent. our repeating 


“% 


| Cealacr Agee, Mbp 


é 


Or 


